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Published to support the work of the Happy Hill church of Christ
16000 Happy Hill Road, South Chesterfield, Virginia 23834
Lenny Chapman, evangelist (804) 526-6464
____________________________________________________

Meeting Times:

  Sunday Bible Study …..................... 9:30 a.m.
  Sunday Morning Worship ……...... 10:30 a.m. 

  Sunday Evening Worship ……..…….. 5:30 p.m.

  Wednesday Bible Study ………..……. 7:30 p.m. 
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Where is My Head Today?
By: Lenny Chapman
It seems that no matter the age, people are very busy today. Because of this self-made situation, many find themselves fighting the battle of staying focused on the important things. Let us first establish that being busy is not a bad thing at all. Actually we can find teaching in the Bible that supports the idea of staying busy, “And besides they learn to be idle, wandering about from house to house, and not only idle but also gossips and busybodies, saying things which they ought not” (1Tim. 5:13). “In all labor there is profit, But idle chatter leads only to poverty” (Pro. 14:23), “Laziness casts one into a deep sleep, and an idle person will suffer hunger” (Pro. 19:15).
So how does one stay focused on the important things, while juggling so many others? 

First, one must take time to identify the “important” things. This may sound easy; however, this is not always an easy task. So many people define their goals and priorities very vaguely and not too well thought out. For someone to accomplish a goal successfully they must make a strategic plan and stay determined until the goal is accomplished. This takes attention, determination, and focus. 
As it should be, many who have committed their life to the Lord would quickly answer that they have made a home in Heaven their number one priority. However, the decisions they make and the way they actually live may not show it to be a top priority. It is written, that those following Christ must “lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. For consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners against Himself, lest you become weary and discouraged in your souls” (Heb. 12:1-3). Yes, this is a race, possibly a very long race. We have been instructed to eliminate anything that may hinder us from finishing the race. In the way the apostle Paul describes the race to the Corinthians we can see the importance and urgency that is needed to accomplish the goal. “Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain it” (1Cor. 9:24). 
Jesus also had much to say about the urgency and focus needed to achieve the goal. In one teaching moment He said the following, “Watch therefore, for you do not know when the master of the house is coming—in the evening, at midnight, at the crowing of the rooster, or in the morning—lest, coming suddenly, he find you sleeping. And what I say to you, I say to all: Watch!” (Mark 13:35-37). As we can see, Jesus directs all that desire to follow Him need to prepare now. He stresses that procrastination is a bad idea. He points out that one needs a sense of urgency, and He says that this must be the top focus and priority one has. 
All who want to inherit the kingdom must take the time to meditate (focus) on what is above and not what is here below (Phil. 4:8). How can anyone who seriously wants to have a home in Heaven not have this goal on the mind each and every day? This means to set time aside to work at it each day. What is interpreted when one reads the following scripture, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind” (Mat. 22:37)? Hopefully, the clear message is that it will take more than just saying, “I want to go to Heaven.” Hopefully, the message is clear that it takes a daily commitment which will include, time, energy, focus, and urgency. 
Jesus said, “If you love me, keep my commandments” (John 14:15). He has directed us to follow the Father’s words, commit ourselves to a life of faithfulness and godly living. He has urged all to do these things now, before it is everlastingly too late. 

With these things in mind, we should be asking ourselves several times a day, “Where is my head today?” This alone will help to keep the number one goal (a home in Heaven) in the forefront of the mind where it needs to reside at all times. Every decision should be made considering this goal. If a choice draws one further from the goal, it is not worth doing. Decisions should be made to get one closer to the ultimate goal. For it is written, “For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? (Mark 8:36).
Happy Hill Family News & Notes


Please remember to keep Pat Hamilton, the Hanzlik and the Jackson families in your prayers as Pat prepares for her upcoming treatments. Also please offer up prayers to the Father on behalf of Matt Hanzlik for the doctors to find the cause of his continual pain and health issues. Matt Prosceno hurt his back last Wednesday. Jonathan Chapman is out of town returning this afternoon. Inez Williams became a great-grandmother this past Friday! Please keep the following in your prayers: Ruby’s sister Lori, and Jean Holloway’s brother, Billy Winston. Stay mindful of our military families including the Karyeah, and Prosceno families. The new teaching quarter begins today.











Today’s Lessons: 


Victory over Death


The Agony of Peter











If you are visiting, we are both thankful and encouraged by your presence today!
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